Recovery of renal function in patients with accelerated malignant nephrosclerosis on maintenance dialysis with management of blood pressure by captopril.
Recovery of renal function to a self-sustaining level was observed in 4 patients with accelerated malignant hypertension who required chronic hemodialysis therapy. Excellent blood pressure control was achieved in all the patients on captopril therapy. Hemodialysis could be discontinued after 2-9 months of captopril therapy; on recovery of renal function levels of creatinine clearance became stable ranging from 28 to 56 ml/min within 5-15 months of captopril treatment, and remained at this level during 21-64 months of observation. The management of hypertension and the inhibition of the renin-angiotensin system afforded by chronic angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibition is very promising as a means of reversing the process of malignant nephrosclerosis.